
RehaCom Case Study 
 
With the help of computer-assisted brain performance trainings 
I got back my former mental potential 
 
My name is Katharina Heinze. On November 2nd 1997 I suffered a cerebral hemorrhage, after 
which I lapsed into a coma for seven weeks. Before that brain bleeding I was a very good 
student at the Latina August-Hermann-Francke-Gymnasium (High School) in Halle, 
Germany. For the acute treatment of the coma I stayed at the children´s intensive care unit of 
the University Hospital Halle/Kröllwitz. Before I moved from the acute unit to the 
rehabilitation centre for children and adolescents in Kreischa near Dresden, Germany, I had to 
get into the vigil coma. 

On December 11th 1997 my condition was strong enough, so the early rehabilitation 
phase followed. After my arrival at the rehabilitation centre it took me another two weeks to 
really weak up. At the initial examination in Kreischa my body and brain functions were 
checked on deficits and still existing potentials. According to the examination results, 
therapies being necessary for treating the losses of my visual field, the hemiplegia, and the 
disorders in attention, concentration, and perception were identified. Neuropsychology was 
made use of to improve those last named disturbances and the losses of my visual field. 

Therapy took place in groups and as individualized personal instruction. In the group 
therapy patients were split. That way we got the possibility to independently deal with tasks 
of the programme RehaCom via the PC. For me as a patient with a severe spastic hemiplegia, 
at the beginning especially the big panel to choose answers with was helpful. Additionally, by 
using computer-assisted brain performance trainings, it was possible for the therapist to 
optimally use the therapy time for each patient. It is impossible for one therapist to oversee 
performances of all patients during a group therapy equally if not supported by an intelligent 
computer programme like RehaCom. 

At the beginning of every therapy session RehaCom made it possible for us to start at 
a point which was appropriate to strengthen and build up our individual abilities. It is possible 
to adjust RehaCom for an individual user and to choose the appropriate level of difficulty 
according to the performance abilities. 

To work with RehaCom was very exhausting for me but it helped me further on. Just 
with consistent discipline, the support of this intelligent computer programme and good care 
of the therapist team I achieved what I am today: 
 

After eight months in the rehabilitation centre Kreischa I had been released with an 
assessment saying ”qualified for “Gymnasium” (higher secondary school)“. Because of my 
physical disability it was just necessary to change from the Latina August-Hermann-Francke-
Gymnasium (High School), which back in 1997 had celebrated its 300 years anniversary, to 
the Elisabeth-Gymnasium (High School). At this modern and also very good High School I 
passed my final secondary-school examinations (Abitur) with the grade 2,0 (B) in 2002. 
Afterwards, in summer semester 2003, I started to study economic sciences in public health 
care at the University of Applied Sciences in Osnabrück, Germany. My next goal is to achieve 
a very good degree in my chosen field of study. This is also thank to Hasomed GmbH whose 
programme RehaCom took me a noticeable step further on my way back to former 
performance ability. 
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